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Bridge program information is currently spread throughout the FIMS 
User’s Guide – Will consolidate into one area for ease of use and 
understanding – Bridge Appendix
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What will be included in the Bridge Appendix:

• Clarify the User’s Guide and locate all Bridge Program information in one 
location. Examples include:

• Reporting Requirements
• Usage Code Definitions
• Measurement Instructions
• Better pictures for understanding
• Link to the order requirements
• Update to capture latest CFR guidance

• Refine the Bridge/Culvert flow chart

• Clarify roles for FIMS Manager and the Subject Matter Expert (SME)
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Reporting Requirements – Bridge Inspection Frequency
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Usage Code Definitions – 
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1168 – Public Access Bridge (Pedestrian)

1768 – Public Access Bridge (Vehicular)

1169 – Controlled Access Bridge 
(Pedestrian)

1468 – Public Access Bridge (Railroad)

1469 – Controlled Access Bridge (Railroad)

1769 – Controlled Access Bridge (Vehicular)

2629 – Culvert

Each Usage Code will give you the:
Unit of Measure

Definition
Examples of Inclusion
Examples of Exclusion

Any additional necessary information



Measurement Definitions / Instructions – 

• Structure Length
• NBIS Bridge Length
• Opening Area
• Culvert Length
• Size
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Better Pictures – As part of instructions 
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Bridge Flow Chart – 
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Inventorying Bridges & Culverts

Yes

Include as part of the infrastructure
system by which the assets are
maintained and managed

No

• Record as an individual
record in FIMS

• Usage Code = 2629, Culvert

No No

No

Does structure
have an Opening
Area < 20 square

feet?

No

Include as part of the infrastructure
system by which the assets are
maintained and managed

Yes

No

Yes Is structure under
a railroad track?

Is structure at
grade?

• Record as an individual
record in FIMS

• Usage Code = 1468 or 1469,
Bridge (Railroad)

• Record as an individual
record in FIMS

• Usage Code = 1768 or 1769,
Bridge (Vehicle)

YesYes YesIs structure under
a road or
walkway?

Is Structure
Length> 20 linear

feet?

Is structure under
a road?START

Yes

Is structuredeck
supported by

structural
members and

used by
pedestrians or

bike traffic only?

• Record as an individual
record in FIMS

• Usage Code = 1168 or
1169, Bridge (Pedestrian)

No

Is Span Length >
10 linear feet

and at a depth
affected by live

loads?

Yes

Does the structure
have a deck,

superstructure,
and substructure?

Yes

NoNo
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FIMS Administrator and SME Roles – 
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Questions
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